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NEW MAINTENANCE WORKER 
IS ‘ONE OF THE GUYS” 


The Department recently hired the first girl main- 
tenance worker who has been assigned to work with the 
Somerville Maintenance Yard crew. She is Mary Eliza- 
beth Bissel of Bridgewaier. 

Since she holds the title of Maintenance Worker II 
(changed from Maintenance Man Il), she will be doing 
the same work as men, including patching road surfaces, 
operating a jack hammer, snow shoveling, and cleaning 
up litter. 

Miss Bissell, who is 5’8”’ tall and weighs 160 pounds, 
previously worked as a podiatrist’s assistant, janitor, 
lifeguard, cashier, and nurse’s aid, and sees a future 
for women in the highway maintenance field. 

‘| was nervous at first because | wasn’t sure how 
the other workers would react to me, or if they would 
accept me. But after a while, the crew accepted me as 
just another worker,’’ Miss Bissell said. ‘‘They’re a 
great bunch of people. Everyone was very nice to me 
and very cooperative. |’m sure we'll all get along well,” 
she indicated. 


Mary Elizabeth Bissell helps other Department mainten- 
ance workers, Edward Pressmen (center) Maintenance Worker 
Il, and Isreal Newsome, Truck Driver, patch the shoulder of 
Route 206 in Hillsborough Township. 


‘'She’s very enthusiastic about her work and she 
works hard,’’ said Walter Pieleck, Foreman. ‘We don’t 
show any discrimination either for or against her,”’ he 
added. 

Miss Bissell lives with her parents and five brothers, 
and said that she did not apply for the job to set a pre- 
cedent. She explained that outdoor work appealed to her, 
and the maintenance crew job was ‘‘made to order.”’ 

A recent graduate of Bridgewater West High School, 
she expects to take courses in ‘‘The American Woman”’ 
and sociology at Somerset County College. She was 
hired under the Department’s Affirmative Action Pro- 
gram to eliminate job discrimination because of nation - 


ality, religion, color or sex. 


MRS. SPENCER APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF 
STATE EMPLOYEES AWARDS COMMITTEE 


The New Jersey State Employee Awards Committee 
recently appointed Mrs. Lorraine Spencer, Accountant 
|| with the Department’s Bureau of Accounting, as com- 
mittee chairman for a three-year term. Mrs. Spencer has 


been a member of the Awards Committee for more than 
one year and was originally appointed by the Governor. 


She began her employment in State service as a Key 
Punch Operator with the Division of Motor Vehicles 
in 1955, was promoted to various positions while at- 
tending college at night and advanced to her present 
position with the Department of Transportation February 
i972: 


HIGHWAY SOFTBALL TEAM 
COPS CHAMPIONSHIP 


George Kuziw’s strong Highway softball team scored 
26 victories out of 27 games to cop the Ewing Township 
Industrial Softball League championship. 

Manager Kuziw, who is the Bureau Chief of Program 
Evaluation and Coordination, was the recipient of a tro- 
phy presented to the team by Tom DeMartin, Ewing 
Township Committeeman in charge of the Township’s 
Recreation Department. 

DOT employees on the team are: John Waldner, 
Charles Takacs, John Mickolas, Bob Kraml, Ron Fair, 
Paul Gurland, Paul Matucheck, Ken Afferton, Howard 
Zahn, Bob Rey, Rick Delaney, Joe O’Brien and Joe 
Dayton. 


DOT CANCER DRIVE NETS $3,472 


Personnel Director Joseph A. Combs, DOT Cancer 
Crusade Chairman, expressed his sincerest thanks to 
all Department employees for their ‘‘generous and en- 
thusiastic support’’ during the recent Cancer Crusade. 
A total of $3,472 was collected, an increase of more 
than $390 over the 1972 collection. 

The announcement was made during the American 
Cancer Society’s Crusade Luncheon where Mr. Combs 
and Char Scheuren, Personnel Assistant with DOT 
Personnel Services, were presented with Certificate 
Awards for their help given during the ’73 State Em- 

 ployees Cancer Crusade. 


Phillip Alampi, Secretary, Department of Agriculture and 
Chairman of the State Employees Cancer Crusade (second 
from right) presents American Cancer Society’s Certificate 
Awards to (left to right) Char Scheuren and Joseph A. Combs. 
Looking on is Joan Beldon, President, New Jersey Division, 
Cancer Society, and Raymond Colanduoni, DOT Director of 
Employee and Management Services. 


TIPS HELP KEEP YOUR 
TANK GASED LONGER 


For a Nation that has long experienced almost com- 
plete freedom of use of all its natural resources, the 
probability of a shortage of gasoline comes as a rude 
awakening. Also, higher per gallon costs for motor fuel, 
the need for conversion to more economical vehicles, 
and, perhaps, even restrictions on some kind of travel 
are difficult for motorists to accept. 

Getting better gasoline mileage always has been an 
attractive proposition to motorist. Being stingy with 
gasoline today, however, is more than a matter of dol- 
lars and cents. It is conservation. 


In an effort to offset the shortage of gasoline, Silas 
Pierson, Master Mechanic with the Bureau of Equip- 
ment, offers Department motorists the following tips: 
Avoid fast starts--they eat up gas. Drive at as steady 
a speed as possible--accelerating and decelerating 
gradually. Do not idle engine unnecessarily. Avoid 
congested traffic if possible. That kind of driving con- 
sumes gas quickly. Reduce speed during highway driv- 
ing. Driving at 50 mph instead of 75, cuts fuel consump- 
tion as much as 22 percent. Keep tires properly inflated. 
Low pressure can reduce mileage by a mile per gallon. 

Keep your car’s engine in top shape. A poorly-tuned 
engine can reduce mileage by 10 percent. For instance, 
he points out, an engine that has not been tuned for 
more than 10,000 miles wastes between one and two 
gallons of gas per tankful. Merely replacing worn plugs 
with new ones, he adds, can save better than a gallon 
per tankful. 


GLEEKMAN RETIREMENT DINNER PLANNED 


A retirement dinner is being planned for John |. Gleek- 
man, Supervising Personnel Officer with Personnel 
Services, for his 39 years of service. 

The affair will be held January 30, 1974, at Cedar 
Gardens Restaurant located on Route 33, Trenton. 

Anyone wishing to attend should contact either 
Mrs. Marie D. Hagen, R.N. 292-3206, Mrs. Debbie Men- 
dola 292-3180, or Mrs. Judy Krug 292-3181. 


RETIREMENTS 


Josephine A. O’Hara, Principal Clerk Stenographer 
with Right of Way (49 years); Edward Clarke, Truck 
Driver with Maintenance (42 years); George A. Kraus, 
Chief, Bureau of Local State Aid Programs (41 years); 
Thomas J. King, Senior Highway Engineer with Design 
(37 years); George F. Knight, Assistant Supervisor with 
Operations and Local Aid (30 years); Frank Pawlock, 
Truck Driver with Maintenance and William Augustine, 
Bridge Operator | with Operations and Local Aid (21 
years each); George Still, Maintenance Man | with Main- 
tenance, Loretta M. Simon, Senior Clerk Stenographer 
and Beatrice Freedman, Principal Clerk with Right of 
Way (17 years each); George Nebesne, Truck Driver 
with Maintenance (14 years); Benjamin Semer, Nego- 
tiator and William A. Dubinski, Assistant District Su- 
perintendent Il with Right of Way (12 years each) and 
William E. MacFarland, Bridge Operator II with the 


Bureau of Electrical Operations (11 years). 


St. Mary’s Cathedral in Trenton provided the setting 
for the marriage of Miss Patricia Ann Warner to Charles 
Robert Kimble, Programmer Trainee with Data Proces- 
sing. The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. Warner 


of Pennington. The couple honeymooned in Bermuda. 


Charles Grabowski, Administrative Analyst II] with 
Data Processing, and his wife, Sharon, have announced 
the birth of their second child, Alisha Marie, born re- 
cently in St. Francis Hospital in Trenton. Mr. and Mrs. 
Grabowski have another girl, Christina, age 28 months. 


Miss Janice Bentley, Principal Clerk Stenographer 
with the Bureau of Bus Operations, was married recently . 
to Barry Schenck, an inspector assigned to the Depart- 
ment’s Freehold Maintenance Yard. 


Malcolm (Mac) Wandling, Principal Engineer with 
Office of Information Services, and his wife, Mrs. 
Dorothy Wandling, Senior Engineer with Planning, va- 
cationed one week in Mexico. Also, Dot Kish, Secre- 
tarial Assistant || with the Office of Assistant Commis- 
sioner, visited Mexico on her vacation. 


Retiree Arthur J. Lichtenberg, formerly with the 
Bridge Division, recently married Margaret O. Miller 
in the First Titusville Presbyterian Church. The bride 
is the daughter of Mrs. A. Prall Opdyke of Asbury, and 
the late Mr. Opdyke. 


The engagement of Miss Veronica Boyle to John 
Michael Micai, Engineering Aide II with Materials, has 
been announced by the bride elect’s mother, Mrs. Eileen 
Boyle Jones. The future bride is also the daughter of the 
late James R. Boyle. 


The First Presbyterian Church of Salem was the set- 
ting for the marriage of Miss Anna Mae Fisher, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. George Fisher, and Dennis S. Both, 
Electrical Mechanic Trainee with Traffic Engineering, 
Region IV. 


United in marriage were Miss Karen Rachelle Naylor, 
Clerk Typist with Personnel, and Robert Panfili in a 
double ring ceremony held in St. John’s Roman Catholic 
Church. The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Naylor of Trenton. 

John Maykowicz, Construction Repairer | at the Lodi 
Maintenance Yard, is recuperating at home after under- 
going a double hernia operation at St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Passaic. 


LOST: ONE ROAD GRADER 


Maintenance employees of Region II] found an old 
road grader engulfed in weeds on the recently acquired 
State property near Brielle, part of which will be used 
for the erection of the new Wall Township Maintenance 
Yard. 

James Christie, Assistant Foreman with the Bureau 
- of Equipment at the Toms River Yard, reports that the 
old grader» which apparently was manufactured about 
1915,is well preserved and operational. 

Years ago the Department used similar equipment pul- 
led by either horses or a truck. 


ee 


James Christie, Assistant Foreman, rotates the wheels 
to check the operational ability of the old grader’s blade. 


SKI TRIP PLANNED 


A ski trip is being planned for Department employees 
interested in visiting Killington, Vermont, during the 
week-end of February 8-10, 1974. 

More information may be obtained by contacting Jerry 
Thomas, 609-292-6454. 
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DOT BLOOD BANK SEEKS MEMBERS 


The Department of Transportation Blood Bank urges 
new employees and those who haven’t yet joined, to 
consider the benefits of Blood Bank membership. One 
of the benefits of the program provides blood not only 
for the active member but for his or her ‘‘tmmediate 
family.” 

Information. and application forms may be obtained 
from Receptionist, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, or 


by calling the Blood Bank 609-292-3567. 


_ 
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Resident Engineer Walter Kirchner points to 
the area being cleared for expansion of the New 
York and Long Branch railroad station parking 
lot in Middletown Township, Monmouth County. 

The project includes doubling the number of 
parking spaces from 600 to 1,214, resurfacing 


the existing parking lot, extending the low level 
station platform and pedestrian sidewalk, and 
improving and widening existing driveways. 
Also, it includes landscaping, and installation 
of lights by the Township. 
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